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1.	Welcome them home.





2.	Praise for those who remain.





3.	Recall that I had extended an invitation to them in almost all countries I met Sierra Leoneans since I became President.  My reasons are three fold:-





(i)	It is in pursuance of my policy of national cohesion;





(ii)	the serious brain drain we have experienced;





(iii)	I am aware that nationals working abroad could remit substantial funds to their relatives and friends in their home country.  This can bring about the development of policies by their home governments to address foreign exchange problems, e.g. Sudan, Pakistan, Mozambique and the BLS countries in Southern Africa.





4.	Provide brief background in the areas of:


(a)	Security:


(i)	the war we inherited and how we addressed it - the press


(ii)	the diplomatic efforts to address security:


-	the ECOWAS level and Nigeria in particular; 


-	bilaterals; US, Britain and Libya - In the case of Libya, we realized that we needed to seek support from all countries relevant to our situation.  We therefore took the initiative to meet the Libyan leader among others, to help in whatever way they could to resolve the conflict definitively.  He offered to help and has been helping ever since.





5.	1997 Military Coup - Reasons for leaving country and what was done during asylum;





6.	Peace process -





(a)	Abidjan Peace Accord


(b)	Lome Peace Accord





7.	Development and kick-starting of the Economy -


(a)	London Conference;


(b)	Meeting with donors;


(c)	Strategy paper developed in collaboration with the Bretton Woods Institutions;


(d)	Salary increases (maximum of 15%) etc.; the Minimum Wage Act of 1996. 


(e)	Rehabilitation of infrastructure and priority assigned to agriculture and food security; education and health.


(f)	Corruption - Only Botswana and Uganda had an Anti Corruption Commission before us.
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8.	Now that you know the background to the political and economic situation, you should relate this to your background and experience to see how you can fit into the next stage of our development process.





9.	The TOKTEN option (UNDP) was applied in Turkey and China, helping to transfer expertise and technology from the developed countries.  However, resources required for such programmes will not be adequate to address our needs since TOKTEN only provides return air tickets and per diem in a few cases.  Understandably, many of you will not be attracted by this to leave your current high paying jobs etc. to return.





10.	However, the private sector offers extensive opportunities created largely by the now favourable investment climate particularly our policy of privatisation.  There are also some job opportunities in the public sector.





11.	It now gives me great pleasure to declare this Summit open.
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